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RECANTATION 


- RS former Natorious' iy, 


- Blaſphemouis Dodtrine. . 


Together with ſeveral Chriſtian laſtruQions in 
arderto, reffain the Jane, ſhewing the. Eternal: Wot: 
- and Damnable Miſesy: of ull Gehwhoudffer to ſeduce 
poor Ignorant Souls, and the danger which infalhbly. 


accompanies ſuch, kind of Falſe Prophets, of which he 
accounts himſc!f we chicf, 
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Publiſhed es 2 Caution to all j 1gnorant z and 
ſeduced People. 


Fg Mat. 23. 17. Fe which Bath ſinned, let hint ſin no more, 
Tz  - leſt & worſe thing C012 upon him. 


London, Printed 15 79. 
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Who died in the Mar ſhalſea upon —PEFTFO 
Novem, 30. 1679. 

Nd muſt I then go to the Tribunal of thoſe three exem- 
A plary Judges Eachus, Minos and Radamanthus ? Is there 

an infallible neceffity I muſt leave and forſake Religion 
for a Pillory, a Pillory for a Gaol, and a Gaol for the Rewards 
of my Folly, which I now (though too lare) perceive will be 
Eternal Damnation? Was his Holineſs the Pope the firſt infuſer 
of theſe Principles into me, and yet be ſo notoriouſly unkind, 
that though he keeps the Keys of Heaven, yet not to let me in? 
If theſe be the Wages wherewith he pays his faithful Servants, 
what think you can ſuch expeCt who have been much more neg- 
ligent in their duty, than my ſelf has been? But althoughl find 
my ſelfa man loſt to all Erernity, yet will I give the Workd to 
underſtand, I have more common Honeſty and Chriſtianity in 
me, than to die after the Jeſuitical mode, by affirming I amas 


Tunocent as the Child that is unborn, of the Plots now on foat : 
Therefore let them know, that whatever kindneſs the Popes In- 


dulgences, Pardons, and their own feigned Merits may promiſe 
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words of a dying man are to be believed, they are 
ain and frivolous pretences, only tO delude the ſimple, and 
t the ignorant. 
at they have daily Plotted, anddo thelike ſtill, againſt the 
- Publick good and intereſt both of King and Kingdom, isnot un- 
-known. to all rational men: But in reſpect the novelty of my 
un Eg Principles, the ſtrangeneſs of my damnable Doctrine, 
the whimſical deluſions of my pre ctended Religion, may 
y eyer re-gain credit amongſt the more ſohd people, I ſhall 
Ee con jure you, by the words of a dying man, to believe 
pine ſay is infalibly true, and more fincere and real 
the laſt words which were ever aſſerted by a dying 
my.lait Gaſp, and could you bur ſee, as I 
r of that, Eternal happineſs I have through 
reſielighted, and the wnſ{peakable miſcry of 
mnation which attends ine tor the ſame, you 
rtainly not only pity my condition, but give credit to 
ying words. Heaven and Heil were once ofter'd to 
ree choice, whereas I, likea damned Wretch as I am, 
e the former to embrace the latter; andall this, 
auſe. 1 would rather rely upon my own Merits than my 
jours; he hath plainly cold me he is the door,.. by which, 
o other, we muſt center; but I'Gurſt nor believe him, 
ught out inventions of my own, and la: ro climb 
Thief and a Robber intothat bleſled Fold. And now let 
ellye all, but more particularly thoſe whom my accurtt 
ciples y ave. perverted from the Truth, that this, a'.4 no 
T, Was the main ſcope of my deſign; I had theſe con- 
of y head, that let me live nev<c cr fo muCh like a Re- 


le 1 mul yet when I came upon my ackth- bed, if I 
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t io much time as to ſay, Lord have mercy 0: my Soul, 


orgive me. all former miſcat riaves, ] never queltioned my 
gr | falva- 
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(3) 
ſalvation. This being , a thing which 1 ſuppoſe may: be re- 
ceived as a general opinion by more than my {eIfF, I hall en- 


deavour to ſhew them the folly of the ſame. 


And firſt, were ſuch a thing probable, as I am confident it 
15 impoſſible without a Miracle from the Almighty, for no- 
thing 1s impoſſible to God ; yer how many are cur oft by ſome 
ſudden accident, that have not ſo much time allowed 'them 
to ſþ- ok thele words, Teave- any reafonable man to judge : 
I could giveyon ſeveralexamplcsin theſe Caſes, for I perceive 
Example is more prevalent than Argument, but let this one 
ſuffice. No longer fince than the 2. of Oftober, 1679. a Gen- 

rieman, who had been a very debauch'd liver, bei INZ VIEWINT 
his Buildings in Exeter, (ware very much at the neglect of his 
Workmen, when the Scaffold "immediately fell, without any 
harm to any excepting himſelf, who was knock' d on the head . 
with an Oath in his mouth, not having any the leaſt time 

allowed him to call upon God tor mercy. Beſides, conſider 
thers is but one way to come into the world, anda thouſand 
to, go out of the ſame; and ſhall any man, except ſuch a 
damned W.retch as my elf, ever tiult h's Salvation on ſo ſmall 


a Thread ? Pray conlider bat onely this, If you were at a great 


and Princely Banquet, and had all the Varierics cither Art' or 
Nature could deviſe, and at the ſaine time directly over your 
head ſhould hang a Sword by a firall twined Thread, pray 


- whatappetite could you have to your Vidtuals? Thus ;thath 


been hitherto with you through my damnable' perſrvaſions ; {7h 
have hithertoprompted and put you forward to ſuch notorious 
evils, which | knew in my own Conſcience would prove damn- 
able to all who exercited the fame; and you, poor Souls, 
through blind zeal, devotion, or pleafure, ncver refuſed to. 
follow my inſtructions; yet never, ſaw the Sword of Gods 
eternal wrath, which hung; and wil hang continually, over. 
Four heads, as | long as you Continue thoſe wretched courſes, 


by 


104) 
cribed, As for the former ſort: of Per- 
cl ugh to cry, Lord have mercy ' #pon me 
[Y 6 KR. them my {elf, who at this inſtant 
to repent than poſſibly. they may ever have, 
da thing to do the ſar: as Tought, that I fear 
ath ſo hardned my heart, that I cannor call 
would, or fear and love him either as I ought or 
r miſerable Wretch as Iam, have time, 
grace ed me for repentance, what can ſich ex- 
odie with an Oath in their moutks, as the perſons above 
d; or in drink, as is too frequently ſeen? But having 
time ro hve, and finding approaching death draw ſo 
to ſtare me in the face, I ſhall deyote the remainder of 
Il ſpan of time now left me tothe honour of Almighty 
preſervation of the lives and ſouls of ſuch of my 
-men and Congregation, whom I have any waysper- 
by my falſe DoCtrine, or deluded by my erroneous and 
þ opinion. 
d firſt ter me apply my ſelf, ( as bricfly as my ſmall ſpace 


; 


ch, Iam very cobfident are, ( a:d will be to the end of the 
= 1} orld ) do not only render themſelves accountable for their 
-- own fins, bur likewiſe for the ſins of all /uch People, who by 
em are ſeduced. But, priy Beloved, miitake not the Words 
Fa Man, who, in a manner, hath both Feet in the Grave : 
ot that their anſwering for thoſe they ſeduce, ſhall acquir 
Perſons ſeduced, but that they both fhall joyntly ſuffer for 
ir Offeace, according to the reſpcHtive nature of the Crimes 
committed. For oa the one hand, as certainly as the 
her of falſe Doctrine ſhall be acconmabie for the Souls of 
ons by him ſeduced, ſo on the other ſide, all ſuch ſedy- 
rſons ſhall be ſevere Suffer ers, for not trying the Scrip- 
tires, 


will admit me ) to ſuch Perſons who are Teachers of 
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C92 ” 
tures, and ſearching out the difference between Truth and 
Falſhood, according to their reſp<Tive Abilities ; fer where 
God gives a Talent, he requires the ſame with Intereſt, and 
not like the floathful Servant, that we ſhould wrap the ſame 
up in a Napkin, and then tax him for a hard Maſter. I mult 
confeſs, for my own particular part, had\l imployed the Ta- 
lent of that Knowledge God had. given me, 'to a right uſe, 1 


| had not now groaned und-r the remarkable Judgement of the 


Curſe of the omnipotent Gol. There:ore, once more, if dying 
Mens Words have any operation upon living Perſons, let me 
requeſt, and with bleeding Eves beſeech you, as ever you hope 
to eſcape thoſe cternai Torments I expect to ſuiter, Never 
reach falſe Doctrine ; I ſpeak this to all Perſons of new fangled 
Opinions in general, and likewiſe to all Perſons in particular, 
who are or may be Auditors of ſuch Seducers, That they never 


receive any fundamental Alteration in their Religion , until 


they have firſt tryed the ſame by the Touch-ſtone of Religion, 
which is God's Word: For fince 'our Saviour hath ſaid, The 
Lat ter days ſhall be full of Deceivers, of which I muſt confeſs my 
ſelf Chief, it certainly behoves every rational Man, in ſo grand 
a Concern as this is, to beware how they are cheated of their 
eternal Happineſs. Secondly, Let no Man whatever run on 
in a wicked courſe of Life, ia hopes of eternal Happineſs at 
the hour of Death. I muſt confeſs, we have one Example, 
and but one Example that I know of 1n all the Scripture, of a 
Perſon who obtained Salvation at the hour of Death, and that 
was the poor penitent Thief on the Croſs ; which was only to 


keep us from Deſpair,rather than to prompr us to Preſumprion, . 
' by caſting all our hopes on the laſt breath of Life. God Al- 


mighty under the Law requires the firit-fruits of our Ground, 


' which made Abe's Sacrifice -more acceptable than Caur's ; 


whereas under the Goſpel, he requires the firſt fruits of our 
Hearts, and the ſervice of our green Years: And had I for my 
own 
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part, Fferved him, then had never come to this 
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1 nov ; ard | hope this my lamentahle 
oth Young and Old, for ever walking” in 
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* Solomon ſays, A 7 lan may ſuitain his infir- 
irit who'can b.4r it ? Suchis the wretch- 
cent deploravle Condition, that I now not” 
abſolurely periſh. anderthisHearr- DOI Cas, 
Ine bur Francs $p:r.1, and ſuch a Wretgh is 

It ſuch pangs of Conſcience as I nv'y feel : 14ett 
r'me the Devils are ready to torment me toall cter- 
E holy Angels laugh at me ; the bl-fſed God mocks at 
mity ; yer ſuch'is the civine I fluence' of his blefled 
:ompels me pdor damned Wrertch ropreach Sal- 
1 ho never. "Expect Sar ation: my T1” But 
Ince the Devils themſelves have doe the like, 'it cannot be 
Onceive, ſtrange of me. Tay, naylI canfay,'! pur mytroſt 


s of Almighty God, yct canot 1, believe he will 
x Wie then Mſcrable%Bard:cſs. vt my rocky PAcdit;; ;'1 
bs Jie, "1, inn chit F Perifh, ' yer without: Ahy're=. 
 for-all ff ies, apd I hope' Xlrhights 
kumBblean # bicarty. Soul-ſavin;s 2 Riqueſt, 
*oteron's fe Sy ae reſerve Thouſands, of Shu 
For although | conceive my 4 Juftl dliverc 
7etitis the dcfire of m my Sc 5h,” other} 

IOty my AanabteF ft, and thin at He 
meſs eicher in ths World, or the 
My Wea | NOW fas me'; Fes fay 110 more 
God above knows that the dying Words of the 
7 .declare mite Tri h,, And give 1 more 
he Torrectcft gies *of the 'nioſt 
Ree Fichr Profc Sn, lerthe 
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